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NFPA is a standards writing organization, founded in 1896 and dedicated to the concept of voluntary consensus standards writing.  While it is not an enforcing agency, NFPA enjoys a unique reputation and its standards have been adopted by all levels of government, in many cases giving the standards the force of law.  Each NFPA standard undergoes revision every 5 years to insure that it is kept current with new fire protection knowledge and technologies. The NFPA process requires “balanced” committees and is open to anyone who wishes to participate.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE


*TECHICAL CORRELATING COMMITTEE

- In 1995 the NFPA standards writing committee was reorganized, and the Technical Correlating Committee was added.

- The scope of the TCC is to insure that there is consistency between NFPA documents. 

- TCC was not intended to write documents, but to review them.

- TCC has assumed control of the Chapters on Administration, Definitions, Certification, and Labeling and User Information in all NFPA documents.

*TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

- There are over 200 Technical Committees in existence.

- Usually a maximum of 30 members per Technical Committee (this number was increased for the 2007 edition of NFPA 1971, so that proximity experts could be added to the committee).

- No more than 1/3 of the TC members can come from any special interest group.
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STANDARDS PROCEDURE

* Standards are normally revised every 5 years.


* Technical Committees solicit public proposals; public notices & requests for proposals are published in the NFPA newsletter: Fire News, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Reporter, the Federal Register, the NFPA website www.nfpa.org and relevant trade journals.


* All proposals must be answered by Technical Committee Members who meet four times a year to discuss proposals; and final disposition is by letter ballot, which requires a 2/3 Technical Committee vote for approval.  The proposed draft must then be balloted by Technical Correlating Committee, and requires a ¾ vote to move forward.  

* Once successfully balloted through both TC and TCC, committee actions and committee’s justifications for the actions are published as a ROP (Report on Proposals).  The ROP is published in the same media that request proposals, as well as being available on the NFPA website:  www.nfpa.org.

* After 60 day comment period, all public comments on the Committee’s recommendations are considered and approvals on the actions taken as a result of public comments, (if any) once again require a 2/3 Technical Committee letter ballot approval, followed by a ¾ Technical Correlating Committee affirmative ballot.


* All comments, committee action, and committee’s justifications for the actions are published as a ROC (Report on Comments) and is once again made available to any interested parties.

* At this stage, if there is a challenge to the document, the person who wishes to dispute the standard must file a NITMAN, which is NFPA jargon for Notice of Intent to File a Motion.  If there is no NITMAN filed, the ROC bypasses the NFPA’s annual meeting and goes directly to standards council.  If there is a motion, the document is presented for debate at the annual meeting and the Association can either recommend the document as is to Standards Council, amend the document, or send it back to Committee.


* If recommended as is, there will be 20 days for complaints to be filed with the Standard’s Council.  If no complaints, the Standard’s Council issues the Technical committees recommendations as the latest edition of the standard.


* TIA – tentative interim amendment.  This is processed separate from a normal revision cycle for an NFPA document.  It is used when an emergency situation is identified which cannot wait for the regular sequence of document revision.  Naturally, it is used cautiously because it does not allow for full Technical Committee and public review of the issues involved.
